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CITY OF LODI 
INFORMAL INFORMATIONAL MEETING 

"SHIRTSLEEVE" SESSION 
CARNEGIE FORUM, 305 WEST PINE STREET 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2007 
 
 
An Informal Informational Meeting ("Shirtsleeve" Session) of the Lodi City Council was held Tuesday, 
March 6, 2007, commencing at 7:00 a.m.  
 
A. ROLL CALL 

Present: Council Members – Hansen, Hitchcock (left at 7:50 a.m.), Katzakian, Mounce, and 
        Mayor Johnson 

 Absent:  Council Members – None 

Also Present: City Manager King, City Attorney Schwabauer, and City Clerk Johl 
 
B. TOPIC(S) 
 

B-1 “Presentation of Art in Public Places and Annual Art Plan” 
 
City Manager King briefly introduced the subject matter. 
 
Interim Community Center Director Steve Baker provided a PowerPoint presentation (filed) 
regarding art in public places and the annual art plan. Specific topics of discussion included 
broad strategies, location and balance of art work in the community, the Grape Wall, water 
tower, Crane Foundation, Gateway Arch, bus shelter at Washington and Oak Streets, 
future projects at Cherokee Lane and Lodi Avenue, Walldogs mural, Smart and Final site, 
artistic playgrounds, photographing existing and new collections, and timing of projects. 
 
In response to Mayor Johnson, Mr. Baker stated funding for art projects in the newer 
developments will likely come from a combination of art funds and impact fees. 
 
In response to Council Member Hansen, Arts Commissioner Laura Heinitz stated the Arts 
Commission did not talk about specific selection procedures to determine which statues 
were appropriate. She stated it had only general ideas at this time.  
 
In response to Council Member Hansen, Tony Segale stated the previous Walldogs project 
was completed in February. He stated after a short break the efforts will resume again with 
the possibility of doing one or two projects per year. 
 
In response to Council Member Hansen, Laura Heinitz stated Commission Members are 
viewing sites such as Mesa, Arizona, to see what other communities have done with art 
and sculptures. Mr. Baker stated a sculptor is attending the next Commission meeting.  
 
Mayor Johnson suggested looking at Brea, California, corporate sponsorship, and focusing 
on the downtown area and then filling in outward.  
 
Council Member Hitchcock suggested leaving open the possibilities of statues and 
sculptures on the Cherokee Lane and Lodi Avenue corner to get broader ideas and 
commended the Commission on its efforts. Planning Commissioner Doug Kuehne stated 
the Commission would like to keep the possibilities open while connecting the area with its 
historical significance.  
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Mounce stated she is excited to see something on that corner and 
commended the Commission on its efforts. 
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City Manager King stated as a positive policy issue the Council is changing from a reactive 
to a proactive approach in considering how money for public art should be spent now and in 
the future.  
 
In response to Mayor Johnson, City Manager King stated the developers agreed to pay 
impact fees. He stated the current art program works because a portion of the impact fee 
can go to public art in general; although, specific amounts might be going to art in the 
particular development itself. 
 
Discussion ensued between Mayor Johnson, Council Member Hansen, Council Member 
Hitchcock, and members of the Commission regarding the need to formalize potential 
locations of public art in an art policy. Doug Kuehne also commented on incorporating the 
City’s history in the art. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

• Myrna Wetzel spoke highly of the original mural on Cherokee Lane.  
 

B-2 “Presentation Regarding Fourth of July Event 2007” 
 
City Manager King briefly introduced the subject matter. 
 
Parks and Recreation Director Tony Goehring provided a presentation regarding the 2007 
Fourth of July event. Specific topics of discussion included the historical aspect of the Lodi 
Lake fireworks display; withdrawal of service clubs; staff considerations regarding other 
sponsorship opportunities; transferring event responsibility to the Parks and Recreation 
Department; staff committee considerations of possible locations; potential sites of Lodi 
Lake, Salas Park , and Grape Bowl; elimination of Lodi Lake due to fallout regulations ; 
elimination of Salas Park due to conflicting schedule for summer activities and new 
renovations; and Grape Bowl possibilities of better fireworks based on previously committed 
funds of $18,000. 
 
In response to Mayor Johnson, Mr. Goehring stated the Grape Bowl will not be occupied; 
although, fireworks may be viewed from the nearby complex or school. 
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Mounce, Mr. Goehring stated he has spoken with Mark 
Armstrong at the Grape Festival and he did not anticipate any problems.  
 
In response to Mayor Johnson, Interim Fire Marshal Verne Person stated the fireworks 
cannot be shot from the parking lot due to the new fallout regulations. In addition, he 
provided an overview of the Marysville incident and the history of fallout regulations, stating 
there must be a 400-foot clearance. 
 
Discussion ensued between Council Member Hansen and Mr. Person regarding the 
differences between using the Lodi Lake and Grape Bowl sites as shown on the aerial 
pictures of both. 
 
In response to Council Member Katzakian, Mr. Person stated they had not considered 
utilizing the north side of the Lake. 
 
In response to Council Member Hansen, Mr. Goehring stated they are not planning any 
organized activities, but the Lake would be open as usual.  
 
Discussion ensued between Council Member Hansen, Mayor Johnson, and Police 
Lieutenant Chet Somera regarding fencing, safety concerns, and crowd controls. 
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In response to Council Member Hansen, Lt. Somera stated there would be no controls at 
the Lake if the fireworks were held at the Grape Bowl. 
 
City Manager King stated staff will research additional locations to shoot fireworks at Lodi 
Lake that meet with the new fallout regulations while considering the crowd factor and 
return to Council with further information.    
 
Doug Kuehne stated the Kiwanis Club will continue with its tradition of serving the pancake 
breakfast regardless of fencing.  
 
In response to Mayor Pro Tempore Mounce, Mr. Goehring stated a deposit has not been 
given to Boom Boom, Inc. at this time.  

 
C. COMMENTS BY THE PUBLIC ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

None 
 
D. ADJOURNMENT 
 

No action was taken by the City Council.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:09 a.m. 
 
       ATTEST: 
 
 
 
       Randi Johl 
       City Clerk 


























































